Research-to-Policy

‘Stolen Generations’: Child Apprehension and Enhanced
Risk of HIV for Sex Workers of Aboriginal Ancestry
Background
The number of children in state care in B.C. continues to rise, with more Aboriginal children in care
today than at the height of the residential school system. There is a historical legacy of child
apprehension among marginalized and criminalized populations in Canada, particularly Aboriginal
women and sex workers, but there is little research on their experiences with child apprehension.

The Question

	
  

Ho w com mo n is chi ld app reh ensi o n a mo ng sex wo rk ers i n Van co uv er, B .C ., and wh at
factors i ncr ease women ’s risk of H IV and of h av ing a ch ild ap p reh end ed ?

The Study
The Gender & Sexual Health Initiative (GSHI) research team drew upon data from q uesti on n aires
an d follo w- up i nt er vi ews with 51 0 wom en in sex wor k in V ancou ver , B C from 20 10 2 01 3. This project is part of a longitudinal ethnographic and qualitative study on working conditions,
health and safety in the sex industry led by GSHI/BCCfE and UBC, in collaboration with a range of
community partners. The project is part of AESHA (An Evaluation of Sex Workers Health Access) with
ongoing outreach to street and indoor sex work venues (by experiential and non-experiential team).

The Results
350 of 510 women reported having had at least one child and were included in the analysis. Of these:
• 38.3% h ad a ch ild ap pr ehen d ed by C hild W elfar e Ser vi ces;
• 37.4% were apprehended themselves as children.
Sex workers of
Analyses of the narratives of sex workers found several factors to be
Aboriginal ancestry
associated with increased odds of child apprehension, including:
were 66% more
• Servicing clients in outdoor public spaces - Outdoor sex workers
likely to have a child
were two and a half times more likely to have a child apprehended
apprehended than
than indoor sex workers;
other sex workers.
• A history of injection drug use; and
• Aboriginal ancestry.
59% of sex wo rk ers o f Ab or igi nal ancest ry rep o rted h avi ng h ad a ch ild ap pr ehen d ed.

The Policy Implications
•

•

Th ere i s a n eed fo r d ecolo n iz atio n ap p ro aches to chi ld pr o tectio n , that promote
healing and recognize the historical trauma of colonization; a scale up of support for sex workers
who are mothers; and funding for Aboriginal-specific and –led services.	
  
Th is stu d y su p po rt s d ecrim in aliz ation of sex work in order to allow for safer indoor sex
work spaces which offer enabling environments for sex workers to keep and raise their children,
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