Research-to-Community

The Impact of Social, Policy and Physical Venue
Features and Social Cohesion on Condom Use
Background
Around the world, sex workers have been shown to have many unmet reproductive and sexual health
needs, including in Canada where sex workers experience high rates of unintended pregnancies, along
with poor health access to contraceptives, and face barriers to accessing support and services.

The Question
Ho w do t he so cial, p o licy an d p hy sical featu res o f in d oo r v en u es, an d so cial coh esio n ,
im pa ct sex wo rk ers’ n ego tiati o n o f co n d om u se?
r

The Study
The Gender & Sexual Health Initiative (GSHI) research team drew upon d ata from in terv iews with
588 in d oor sex work ers b etween Janu ary 2 01 0 an d F ebr uar y 2 01 3. Researchers developed a
‘Safer In do o r Wo rk E nv ir on men t S cale’ to measure the ‘structural support’ of venues in promoting
sex workers’ ability to control their health and safety. This project is part of AESHA (An Evaluation of Sex
Workers Health Access), an ongoing study on working conditions, health and safety in the sex industry
led by GSHI/BCCfE and UBC, in collaboration with a range of community partners, with ongoing
outreach to street and indoor sex work venues (by experiential and non-experiential team).

The Results
Of 588 indoor sex workers interviewed, 63.6% reported using
barrier contraceptives, such as condoms.

‘Safer indoor venues with
supportive policies and
practices, together with strong
policy support for sex worker’s
to work collectively, represent
structural avenues through
which to promote and protect
sex workers’ safety and health.’

Using the ‘S afer In d oo r Wo rk En v iro n men t S cale’,
features found to be associated with condom use included:
• Managers practices and venue safety policies, such as
women’s only spaces, posting ‘bad date’ sheets, and
using video cameras;
• Access to sexual and reproductive health
services/supplies, like condoms and STI testing;
• Access to drug harm reduction, such as safer injection supplies, and referrals to services; and
• Social cohesion among workers, including mutual aid, trust, connectedness and support.

The Policy Implications
•

This study shows that safer workplace models that include supportive venue and management
practices, such as security policies and access to health resources and services, and where social
cohesion between workers exists, are key to ensuring sex workers’ health and safety and should
be supported by any new legal and policy frameworks regulating sex work.
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