Research-to-Community

Recognizing the Rights and Wants
of Sex Workers as Mothers
Background
Research on sex workers has largely focused on HIV/STI prevention, overlooking the health needs and
wants of women in sex work as mothers. The lack of research on the reproductive health needs of sex
workers might explain the lack of services and supports that currently exist for these women.

The Question

	
  

Wh at facto rs are r elated to th e p regn an cy i nten ti on s o f wo men i n sex wo r k i n
V ancou ver BC ?

The Study
The Gender & Sexual Health Initiative (GSHI) research team drew upon data from q uesti on n aires
an d follo w- up i nt er vi ews with 51 0 wom en in sex wor k in V ancou ver , B C from 20 10 2 01 1 as part of AESHA (An Evaluation of Sex Workers Health Access), an ongoing study on working
conditions, health and safety in the sex industry led by GSHI/BCCfE and UBC, in collaboration with a
range of community partners. AESHA includes ongoing outreach to street and indoor sex work venues
(by experiential and non-experiential team).

The Results
Of the 510 women in sex work interviewed:
• 394 reported having been pregnant before,
• 140 reported currently being pregnant or trying to get
pregnant, or wanting to have children in the future.

‘Positiv e Pr egn an cy
Intention’
means currently being
pregnant or trying to get
pregnant, or wanting to
have children in the future.

Th ere was no d ifferen ce in p reg nan cy in ten tio n by eth ni city o r b y HI V st atus, an d ver y
litt le d iffer ence wh en co mp ared t o wom en in o th er o ccup atio n s.
Factors associated with increased odds of ‘positive pregnancy intentions’ include:
• Servicing clients in indoor settings (e.g. massage parlours) vs. outdoor/ public settings
• Inconsistent condom use by clients
• Being younger
• Experiencing intimate partner violence.

The Policy Implications
•
•

This study shows a need for accessible HIV/STI prevention, harm reduction and reproductive
health services for sex workers that work together to better support sex workers.	
  
A decriminalized model of sex work would likely decrease stigma and violence, and increase
access to indoor sex work venues that better support sex worker’s right to have children.	
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