Research-to-Community

Mobility & Migration:
Impacts on Sex Workers’ Health and Safety
Background
While research has been conducted on the health and safety of mobile and migrant populations
around the world, little research has focused on the working conditions, health, and safety of mobile
and migrant sex workers specifically.

The Question

	
  

Ho w do es sh o rt- term m ob ili ty and m ig ratio n am o ng sex wor ker s in V an co uv er , BC
im pa ct th eir wor k en vir o nm ent , h ealth , and safety ?

The Study
The Gender & Sexual Health Initiative (GSHI) research team drew upon data from in terv iews w ith
64 6 wo men in str eet an d o ff- str eet sex wor k in V anco u ver , B C b et ween Jan u ary 20 10
an d Augu st 2 01 2 . This project is part of AESHA (An Evaluation of Sex Workers Health Access), an
ongoing study on working conditions, health and safety in the sex industry led by GSHI/BCCfE and
UBC, in collaboration with a range of community partners, with ongoing outreach to street and indoor
sex work venues (by experiential and non-experiential team).

The Results
Mobile and migrant sex workers were more likely to:
• Be younger,
• Work in indoor sex work venues, and
• Earn higher income.
Mobile and migrant sex workers reported having:
• Less control over condom use with intimate partners, and
• Reduced access to health care.

Migration & Mobility:
Of 646 sex workers
interviewed, almost
11% worked or lived in
another city, province,
or country during the
study.

Sex workers who did sex work outside of Vancouver reported:
• More sexual/physical violence at work.

The Policy Implications
•

This study shows that tailored, peer-based interventions to reduce isolation and improve
mobile/migrant sex workers’ control over their working conditions are needed, alongside efforts
to link women to health and social supports.
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